
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEKTING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torrance, California 
March 25, 1941 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a 
Regular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 

'C'alltornia, on Tuesday evening, March 25, 1941 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayor MoGuire oalled the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett oalled the roll, those answering present 
being Councilmen: Baboock, Hitohcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. 
Absent: Councilmen: None. 

Councilman Powell moved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held March 11, 1~41 and of ·an Adjourned Regular Meeting held March 
18, 1941 be approved as written. Councilman Murray seconded the 
motion, Whioh was carried unanimously. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

A communication WaS read from Torrance High SChool, requesting 
free use of the Civic Auditorium tor the Junior-Senior Prom May 
22, 1941. 

Counoilman Powell moved the request be granted. Councilman 
Murray seconded the motion, which was oarried unanimously. 

A communication was read from the City Planning Commission, 
advising that the application of the Star Brick and Tile Company 
to •• tala.lish a dump on Western Avenue between 174th and 182nd 
Streets had been denied at a meeting of the Planning Commission held 
February 3, 1941. 

Counoilman Hitohcock moved that the Star Brick and T11e Company 
be notified of this decision and requested to dispose ot reflise 
already deposited at the location requesteci for a dump. Councilman 
Murray seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

A communication was read from Louis C. H. Q.uandt, Walteria, 
advising that the land owners and farmers of Walteria propose to 
pump out the existing flood water near Walteria and extending east­
ward to Doheny Hydril plant and west on Ellinwood ranch. Cost of 
the job was estimated at $1800.00, the City being asked to assume 
$400.00 of the oost. A communication from Bob Ueda was also re­
ferred to, wherein he stated a pump oompany had estimated the 
job at $995.00. It was requested that the City assume 50~ of the 
cost. .. 

Engineer Jain stated Mr. Gripper of the State Highway Depart­
ment had been greatly perturbed beoause the City had not closed the 
street to heavy traffic. Mr. Jain said Mr. Gripper had agreed that 
passenger traffic could probably use the street without damage to the 
pavement, but that heavy traffio definitely should be kept off the 
street until the flood water has been eliminated. Oouncilman 
Hitohoook said that a dike is being constructed along the sides in 
order to pump the water off the boulevard. 

After prolonged discussion, Councilman Hitchcook moved that the 
Police Department be authorized to olose the street to heavy traffic 
until suoh time as Engineer Jain feelS that heavy traffio oan procetJd' 
on the street without damaging the pavement. Counoilman Murray 
seo¢>nded the motton, whieh was oarried unanimously. 



Engineer Jain was instructed to contact Chief Stroh, Street 
Superintendent Gascoigne andCouncllman Hitchcock for discussion 
and action on this matter. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the communications received from 
Mr. Quandt and Mr. Ueda relating to the flood water condition near 
Walteria be referred to the City Engineer. Oouncilman Murray se~ond­
ed the, motion, which wasoarried unanimously. 

A communioation was read from Knights of Columbus, Redondo 
BeaehCouncil No. 1990, reque,sting the City to adopt a resolution 

,t'o, Gbserve Good Friday, Ap.ril 11, 1941 from 12:00 noon to 3:00 P.M. 
by s~pe~ng all business .and closing offices so far as is compatible 
with publio welfare • 
.. ' Mr. Gramling in the assemblage stated that the resolution had 

been presented and adopted last year. 

At 8:00 P.M., bids for a used portable air compressor for the 
Torrance Municipal Water District No. 1 were opened as follows by 
Clerk Bartlett: 

1. 

2. 

BIDDER 

Crook Company 
2900 Santa Fe Avenu~ 
Los Angeles, California $1378.68 

A. certified check in the amount of $175.00 accompanied the bid. 

Lee and Thatro Equipment Company 
821 South Santa Fe Avenue 
Los Angeles, Ca+ifornia 875.00 

A certified check in the amount of $91.00 accompanied the bid. 

At 8:05 P.M., Councilman Hitchoook moved that the meeting recess 
while the City Engineer, Attorney, Water Superintendent and Council 
examine the bids. Councilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

At 8:08 P.M. the meeting reconvened. 

Counoilman Hitchaock moved that all bids be rejected and the 
purchase of .a used portable . air compressor ('or the Water Department 

"De made on the open market. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 
whioh was oarrled by the following roll call vote: AYES; COUNCILMEN: 
Baboook, Hitchcock, Murray, Powell and MaGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Murray moved that the request of Knights of Columbus, 
Redondo Beach Council No, 1990 to observe Good Friday be complied 
with; Counoilman Hitchcock seoonded the motion, which was' carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Gramling remarked that the Redondo Beach Counoil No. 1990 
covered Redondo, Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, Torrance, Lomita 
and Walteria. 

A communication was read from the Associated Assessment Engineers 
in oonneotion with a letter submitted by said oompany March 10, 1941 
recommending that the City petition the State Legislature to enact 
into law Assembly Bill No. 1635, which would create a -free period" 
permitting'payment of taxes without penalties and interest for a period 
of 120 days. Detailed information regarding the effects of suoh 

. legislation in past years was submitted, and the recommendation otfer~d 
that all possible influence .to passage of the bill be used at this 
particular time. 



Councilman Powell moved that the communication be filed. Coun­
cilman Baboook seconded the motion, whioh was carried unanimously. 

A oommunioation was read from the State Fire Marshal, advising 
that the State Fire Marshal, in cooperation with fire equipment manu­
faoturers, has developed an experimental ' portable first aid fire 
righting unit and offering to demonstrate same if desired. 

Counoilman Powell moved that the Council go on reoord as reque~t­
ing demonstration of the unit desoribed by the State Fire Marshal, a 
sui teble date to be arranged later. Couno llman Hi tohoook seoonded thE I 

.' mot-lan, whioh was oarried unanimously. 

A communioation waS read from the Chie~ of Polioe of the City 
of Gardena, oommending Chief Stroh and members of the Torranoe Polioe 
Department for oooperation and assistanoe extended to -the Gardena 
Police Department, and offering the services and oooperation of the 
Gardena Polioe Department at any time said servioes are desired. 

An application from Shell Oil Company, Inoorporated, for 
franohise for pipe l1ne was read. Mr. Warren of the Shell Oil Com­
pany, Incorporated, was requested to enter into the disoussion of 
the matter. He explained that the three routes mentioned in the 
app~ioation are tentative routes and can be modified to conform to 
the desires of the Engineer and Counoil. He said Shell Oil Company's 
primary oonoern is to get from one oertain point to another, regard­
less of route necessary to accomplish this. He said the alternate 
routes had been designated because it is not definitely established 
yet just at what point the line will enter the City of Torranoe. He 
stated their right of way has to oome from the Santa Fe offices, but 
must be offioially sanctioned by the qhioagooffioe, which has ,not 
been reoeiv,d to date but is expeoted daily. 

Mayor MoGuire asked whether or not it would be .better for the 
Counoil to designate . several routes at this time, or whether aotion 
shou1dbe deferred unt 11 the right of way is reoei ved. Mr. Warren 
said if several routes are, designated, it is almost oertain that one 
will be suitable. 

Gounoilman Powell suggested that the Attorney and Engineer 
check the matter thoroughly. Counoilman Hitohoock asked that Engin­
eer Jain be authorized to designate two routes and .present them. at 
an adjourned meeting. ' . .' 

Mr. Warren said that, due to the length of time it takes fOr 
franohise proceedings to be completed and the ordinance to 'become 
effective, early action will be appreCiated so that plans can be 
made to start laying pipe line as soon as possible. 

It .was agreed that an adjourned meeting for disoussion and 
.possible aotion on, this matter would be held Allrll 1, 1941 at 4:45 
P.M. ' 

Mr. Warren said he would arrange tor a Shell Oil Company Engin­
eer to contact Engineer Jain within the next tew days. 

Mr. Jain said Mr. Gripper of the State Highway 'Department had 
advised that the State has used all its .funds allocated for Highway 
101 and ' that $950.00 is needed to complete work up to July 1, 1941. 
Mr. J'ainsaid that $2800.00 is available in the i¢ Gas Tax Fund for 
use on highways. He suggested that the City give the $950.00 to the 
State for use of Highway 101 and allocate the balanoe to l74th and 
Hawthorne Avenue. 

Councilman Hitohoook moved that the request of Mr. Gripper of 
the State Highway Department and the reoommendation of Engineer Jain 
that the City pay to the State Highway Department $950.00 out ot the 
$2800.00 available for use on highways from the i¢ Gas Tax Fund be 
oOlllplied with. Councilman Murray seconded the motion; whioh Was 
clilrr1ed by the following -roll call vote: AYES: COUNC ILMlN: Babcock, 
l1itchcook, Murray,Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCIlMEN: None. . 



Ensin.er Jain asked what should be done about the request 
received to install signals on Hawthorne Avenue and 101 Highway. 
He said, the matter had beeD left Ul'lsettled',! after the ::proposal ,to 
put in a signal system at a cost of $3800.00 waS rejected. He 
said he \bought an effort should be made to secure stop signs. 
Several stop signs are on 101 Highway between Torrance and Long 
Beaoh, he pointed out, which do not seem to slow up traffic. 
Matter to be investigated .further. 

,'Attorney McCall read legal document s in connection wi th a sui t 
'between the City of Torrance and William Ellis Lady for aoquiring 
title to certain property, originally owned by a glass manufactur­
ine concern. It was requested that the Council a'O.thorize the City 
At;torney to sign a stipulation granting judgment in Superior Court 
case. The State of. California, !"fr. McCall added, has already enter­
ed into the stipulation. The form of stipulation the Attorney was 
requested to sign and the form of decree he was asked to approve 
were enclosed. 

Councilman Babcock moved that the City Attorney be authorized 
to Sign the stipulation as requested. Councilman Hitchcock second­
ed the motion, which was carried unanimously. 

In conneotion with the suit pending between. the City of Tor~~ce 
and the Pacific Electrio Railway Company for acquisition by the City 
of the Cabrillo Avenue right of way, Attorney McCall reported that 
the judgment was signed March 20, 1941 by Judge Roy B. Rhodes of the 
Superior Court, which concludes the legal part of the transaction. 

Couneilman Hitchcock moved that the City Engi.neer be authorized 
to fill out the necessary form requesting the County of Los Angeles 
to allocate i¢ County Gas Tax Funds for use in removing the tracks 

,and appurtenances on Cabrillo Avenue, and that the City Clerk be 
authorized to make the payment agreed upon amounting to $8055.00 
to the Pacifio Electric Railway Company and the Chemical Bank & 
Trust Co. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was ' carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, 
Hitchcook, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: NQne. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchcook moved that the City Clerk be authorized to 
write a letter to the Cabrillo Avenue Improvement Association, advis­
ing of the above action. Councilmen Babcook seconded the motion p 

which was carried unanimously. 

Councilman Rithcock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $451.70 be made for material for street repair for various 
streets in the Vista Highland district damaged when the sewer line 
was put in. Councilman Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: ~CILMEN: BabCOCk, 
Hitchcook, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Hitchoook asked for a report on the request the City 
made to the Santa Fe Railway Company to improve Madrid ' Avenue. Mr. 
lain said he had contacted the officials of the Santa Fe Railway 
Company, wh.o are oontemplating using the line even more extenSively 
than heretofore, .due to the defense plan, as the line on Madrid 
Avenue is the ~ly line to the harbor owned by said Santa Fe Railway 
Company. Mr. Jain said he had submitted improvement of Madrid Avenue 
as part of the Torrance Boulevard W.P.A. proposal. 

Councilman Hi tohcook asked Mr. Gascoigne if anything had been 
done about the request to remove the small park in Walterla at the 
interseotion of Hawthorne Avenue and Newton Street. Mr. GaSCOigne 
replied in the negative. He said he would attend to the matter as 
soon as possib1e~ 



C~uncilman Baboock asked that something be done towerd placing 
street signs in the Vista Highlands District. CouncilmanHltchcock 
was authorized to attend to the matter. 

Mayor MoGuire moved that the City Clerk be authorized to advertise 
for bids for pipe and materials for the Water Department. Councilman 
Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: .Babcock, Hitchcock, Murr.1f, Powell 
and McGuire. NOES: COUNCIlJaN: None. ABSENT: COWClx.-; None. 

, , " : 

,~ayor McGuire moved that the Oi ty Clerk be authorize'd to adver­
tise for bids for cleaning and painting the storage tank and tower for 
the Water Department • . Councilman Hitchoook seconded the motion, which 
wa~r carried by the to~ing '1'011 call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEJl: 
Babcock" Hitchcock .. ~, Powd1 and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. .ASSENT: COtJNCILMEN: Non.. . 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mr. Klusman stat&dthat .the curb near the Municipal Park is in 
bad condl tion and ask.ed that it be repaired. Mayor McGuire advised 
that plalls are being formulated by the Engineer to take care of this 
matter and of the troublesome corner on Narbonne Avenue. 

Mr. Klusman asked that the recreation buildings be painted 
white. 

Mr. Kluaman complained about the water, stating that it is 
practically unfit to drink. 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Babcock seoonded the motion·~ which was oarried by the 
follow1ng roll oall v9te: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcook, Hi tchoock, I 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNe ILMEN: None. i I 

At 8:59P.M., upon motion of Councilman Baboock, seconded by 
Councilman Murray, the meeting adjourned to April 1, 1941 at 4:45 
P.M. 

Al'PROVED: 

:J :rlY~ 
hynrWe CIty of Torrano. 

KINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
JlEETING OF 'mE CI~ COUNCIL. 
OF THE eITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
April 1, 1941 

The ,City Council of the City of Torrance convened 1n an Ad­
journed Re~lar ¥eeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, 
California, on Tuesday, April 1, 1941 at 4:45 F.M. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeti~g to order. 

epose


